or regurgitated into the stomach from the intestine beyond. In If these points of distinction are maintained, it will be obvious that putrefaction in the stomach is far less common than is fermentation, probably occurring only when there has been long-standing obstruction of the pylorus by a healed ulcer or by new growth, or when there is intestinal obstruction, chronic or sub-acute, with regurgitation of the intestinal contents into the stomach. In either of these cases flatulence will almost certainly have been preceded by graver symptoms.
Oral Sepsis. It is almost a wonder that fermentative gas production within the stomach is not even commoner than it is when one thinks how general are dental caries, septic stumps, and suppurative affections in connection with the teeth and nasal cavities. Thelack of gas production in many cases in which itmight be expected may be ascribed to the comparative shortness of gastric digestion, the rapid removal of fermentative material by absorption, and; the antiseptic action of hydrochloric acid.
The action of the latter is by no means, in the strict senseof the word, antiseptic?that is to say, the strength of the hydrochloric acid is too small actually to kill offending organisms, but far greater dilution will suffice to inhibit the multiplication of microbes than is required to kill them. The standard of the bacteriologist is a lethal one, that of the physician and therapeutist merely one of inhibition.
Treatment.
In cases that are not due to lesions requiring surgical assistance it is usually ample,-when fermentative gas production is really the diagnosis, to prescribe some antiseptic of which perhaps one of the simplest is a 4 per cent, solution of borax and sodium bicarbonate.
The mouth must also be attended to to minimise the rate of re-introduction of bacteria into the stomach.
Charcoal, even in large doses, will not prevent gas formation, but it sometimes helps to relieve flatulence by fixing the gas. Nux vomica is an admirable remedy in many cases, especially in small but repeated doses, acting rather by accelerating the rate at which the stomach empties its contents into the duodenum than in any other way. 
